MY ASA – the first in a monthly installment of one man’s opinion
NORTH CAROLINA – Well, with the next major/open weekend less than a week away, here’s the early report/predictions from this guy:
St. Patty’s Day Major – One of the most competitive tournaments of the year will feature the likes of national champion Gregg Deinhart, current ASA #1’s Nick Giffen and Rick Wilcox, ’97 national champion Marco Silva, defending champion Eric Walton, and original winner of the broken clock trophy Andrew Giffen.  Strong contenders also feature Jim Taylor and Paul Eyes, as well as possible surprises from Ed Morgans, Matt Giffen, and some of the NC crew.

Prediction:  With Walton out of tournament action for a while there’s a chance he may not repeat.  I’ll go out on a limb and predict Gregg over Rick 2-1, semi-finalists Andrew Giffen and Nick Giffen.  MJ title goes to Paul Eyes surprisingly over Jim Taylor who unluckily gets a tough draw in the group phase with Walton, and M. Silva in the group.
Dixie Cup – A much more relaxed event will feature relaxed play.  However, Andrew Giffen and Ed Morgans will be MIA.  Some surprises are much more likely with the relaxed atmosphere and possible shorter matches (12 min halves).

Prediction – Eric regains form after a day of competition and breaks through to the final claiming a 1-1 shootout victory over Nick.  Semi-finalists include Marco Silva (out to Nick) and Rick Wilcox (out to Eric), since Rick and Gregg meet in the quarters rather than the semis.  MJ title to Matt Giffen, for his 3rd of the year over a North Carolina participant.
ZACH IN EUROPE – Our ASA representative Zach Walker has now competed in 3 events in his European Tour.  His overall record in the individual competitions…0-6.  The record is not as bad as it seems and could change this weekend in Wales.  With 4-1 and 2-1 losses to Natasi and Ruelle respectively, Zach has shown he can play with the top competition.  No doubt his record will improve (if he stays away from the excessive alcohol consumption the night before individual competitions) and his play will be at a very high level upon his return to the states.  GO ZACH!  Speaking of Europe, will the ASA be sending anyone to the 2004 FISTF World Cup in Bologna Italy?
COUNTDOWN TO THE NATIONAL – 4 months away.  Current ASA poll has the Midwest region the favorite region to claim the title.  With Walker, Boone, Sarra, and Keller forming a Fab Four out there, they could be tough.  However, I look toward Deinhart, M. Silva, N. Giffen, and A. Giffen (assuming all of these guys attend) as the other Fab Four in this competition representing the Mid-Atlantic.  Throw in Walton, Conturso, and others as possible competitors and this competition could be one of the toughest in ASA history.  However, it’s still too early to give my prediction as attendance is still iffy among many players.

FISTF COMPETITIONS – With 5 individual FISTF events in the next 5 months, the ASA could stick more of its players in the world rankings than ever before.  The main attraction, the GP/IO hosted by the WTSL is in search of a venue, but no doubt will be a top quality tournament, with many of our European friends coming over.  As always, those guys will be the favorites, but a developing ASA could pose some challenges for these guys, and possibly a major upset or two…?

ASA RANKINGS – Who will win this points race?  With Wilcox probably out of the national, Walton MIA to date, and a weak finish by Deinhart in the Holiday Silver, things are more open than ever.  Front runners to the title could include any from the group of Deinhart, Wilcox, Walker, Conturso, Walton, N. Giffen, A. Giffen, M. Silva, and more.  Will the winner of the national become the front-runner for the title?  It remains to be seen…
FISTF MASTERS – A great opportunity for the ASA would be to host the next edition of the FISTF Masters in 2005 or 2006.  While still far away, the US would have a great chance to host a tournament for the top 11 players in the world, plus a competitor from the host nation.  In addition, the next day, a FISTF Grand Prix could be held, open to everyone in the ASA.  With the opportunity for our members to participate in a tournament with the top 11 players in the world, this could be a great stepping stone and experience for the ASA.  I would like to push for this to happen.

CURRENT POWER RANKINGS TOP 10:
The power rankings are an opinion poll (much like the ESPN power rankings for certain sports) on how well a player is playing currently.  Taken into account are ASA events, FISTF events, league results, and friendly matches, with the most emphasis starting with ASA events down to friendly matches and emphasis on the more recent that the past. 
1)  Gregg Deinhart – Still the best until proven otherwise
2)  Rick Wilcox – 3 finals in 3 events

3)  Zach Walker – 2 ASA wins plus the competition in Europe is elevating his play

4)  Massimo Conturso – Big ASA win in tied for largest All-ASA field to date.
5)  Nick Giffen – Top 3 in all events this year, big wins over Wilcox (twice) and Deinhart
6)  Miguel Marques – Wins the competitive Connecticut State league, 2nd in NE Open
7)  Andrew Giffen – Great showing in first major of year, Richmond Growler champ
8)  Tim Boone – Reaches final in Rockford with win over Marco

9)  Marco Silva – top ASA man in Michigan
10)  Lenny Foster – 2 ASA wins and a great record in BUSL competition
Others receiving consideration (in no particular order):

Jon Sarra – tops in StlSL

Eric Walton – would be in top 10, but no events played so far

Mike Keller – 4th place in Rockford, 2nd in StlSL
Mike Ewer – top dog in Michigan

Wayne Smith – Still a force, just has nobody to play

Mark Holloway – ASA win in Georgia

Luis Silva, Rick Marques, Jim Taylor, Eddie Davidson, Sergio Sensini – all strong in CT

REVIVAL OF THE B(C)S RANKINGS:
Started for fun by Andrew Giffen last season, I’ve decided to revive it and tweak it a bit.  Lowest point total is the best, and points are accumulated through places in the different rankings (ASA, 12 month…relates to the AP and Coaches polls in football), points per event (relates to strength of schedule in college football), average opinion rankings (so far only the Power Rankings I’ve created are the only opinion rankings, everyone below 10 gets an 11…send me your and if they are reasonable I’ll include them…relates to the computer average in football) and a subtraction of points for tournament wins and major tournament wins (quality win bonus in football).  (NOTE: the NAIL and rolling NAIL rankings are not included since they are basically the same if you take out the Canadians).

Here they are:

1)  Rick Wilcox – 6 pts

2)  Gregg Deinhart – 7.5

3)  Zach Walker – 13.5

T4)  Massimo Conturso – 14.5

T4)  Nick Giffen – 14.5

6)  Marco Silva – 18.25 

7)  Andrew Giffen – 20

8)  Miguel Marques – 27
9)  Tim Boone – 30.75
10)  Luis Silva – 32.5
