4th Annual Giffen Cup

The 4th annual Giffen Cup took place on Jan. 3rd, 2004 in Charlottesville, VA.  Hosted by the CvilleSC, this event was by far the largest and most competitive of the 4 Giffen Cups.  This year marked the first time members from outside the Giffen family took part in the event, with Gregg Deinhart, Rick Wilcox, Ed Morgans, and Michael Sakell all participating alongside 7 members of the Giffen family for a total of 11 competitors.  Another first for the Giffen Cup was the first time a public venue was used.  The Northside Library was kind enough to lend the conference room to the 11 rowdy players.  This room was large enough for at least 8-9 tables, if not more.  There is also a podium for a trophy presentation.  Four tables were used in this event, which kept the total time of the tournament to less than 6 hours.


With the scene set, the action was ready to begin.  Group A was easily the group of death, with Gregg Deinhart and Matt Giffen being drawn into defending champion Andrew Giffen’s group.  Group B featured an in family affair, with Nick Giffen the top seed with brothers Stephen Giffen, Michael Giffen, and brother-in-law Rich Catlin filling out the group.  Group C included Rick Wilcox, Alex Giffen, Ed Morgans, and Michael Sakell.  Results from the round robin group stage below:

Group A:

	
	Group A
	W
	L
	D
	GF
	GA
	GD
	PTS

	2
	Andrew Giffen
	1
	0
	1
	3
	0
	3
	4

	3
	Matt Giffen
	1
	2
	0
	0
	8
	-8
	3

	1
	Gregg Deinhart
	1
	0
	1
	5
	0
	5
	4


Gregg 5-0 Matt

Andrew 3-0 Matt

Gregg 0-0 Andrew
Group B:
	
	Group B
	W
	L
	D
	GF
	GA
	GD
	PTS

	1
	Nick Giffen
	3
	0
	0
	7
	3
	4
	9

	3
	Michael Giffen
	1
	1
	1
	2
	2
	0
	4

	2
	Stephen Giffen
	1
	1
	1
	5
	2
	3
	4

	4
	Rich Catlin
	0
	3
	0
	2
	9
	-7
	0


Nick 2-0 Michael

Michael 2-0 Rich

Nick 2-1 Stephen
Stephen 0-0 Michael

Nick 3-2 Rich

Stephen 4-0 Rich

* Pierce Giffen (5 years old) 4-1 Nick Giffen (20 years old) - friendly
Group C:
	
	Group C
	W
	L
	D
	GF
	GA
	GD
	PTS

	1
	Rick Wilcox
	3
	0
	0
	9
	0
	9
	9

	3
	Alex Giffen
	0
	2
	1
	1
	6
	-5
	1

	2
	Ed Morgans
	2
	1
	0
	6
	4
	2
	6

	4
	Mike Sakell
	0
	2
	1
	0
	6
	-6
	1


Rick 3-0 Alex

Ed 3-0 Michael

Rick 3-0 Ed

Alex 0-0 Michael

Ed 3-1 Alex

Rick 3-0 Michael 

The Mary Jane round saw Michael Sakell and Rich Catlin in a play-in to determine who played Matt Giffen in one semi-final.  The other semifinal was set with Michael Giffen playing Alex Giffen.  Sakell would defeat Rich by a 2-0 score to advance and play clubmate Matt.  This game was dominated by Matt, but made close with a late goal by Michael, who just came up short giving Matt the 2-1 win and sending him to his 3rd Mary Jane final in 4 event this season.  Michael Giffen won the other semi, beating Alex in the golden goal frame to set up the MJ final.  Matt would create the better opportunities in this final, and ultimately they led him to the 2-0 win, giving him the Overly Ornate Plate for winning the MJ bracket.

The knockout round saw Andrew and Rick face off in one quarter-final, and Ed Morgans and Stephen Giffen in the other.  Stephen came from behind to take a 2-1 victory and setting up a match with Gregg Deinhart.  In the other quarter-final, Andrew and Rick played to a scoreless draw.  In the OT, Rick popped in a nice chipper to knock out the 3 time defending champion, and giving Rick a chance for revenge on Nick as Nick won the last meeting between the two in the MLS Cup final.  At halftime of this match, the game was scoreless.  Finally in the 2nd half, Nick pushed through a moving ball and connected for the 1-0 lead.  Rick came back 2 minutes later with a great chip shot and scored again with 1:30 left.  Nick had one last shot to tie, hitting the post and sending Rick to the final.  Gregg Deinhart was in control of the other semi, scoring 2 early goals and controlling possession, up until Stephen scored a late goal to end the game 2-1.  The consolation match was conceded by Stephen due to Nick’s group stage victory over Stephen.  Right before the final, a surprise as Eric Meier, a longtime Subbuteo addict, showed up to record the final match.  And what a match it was!  Rick scores first, early on, only to have Gregg come back less than 2 minutes later.  Gregg then pushes through another goal to give him a 2-1 lead at the half!  The second half saw the ball controlled by Rick in Gregg’s zone much of the half, including many corners for Rick.  However all half long he couldn’t find that one shot to push past Gregg’s ‘keeper, giving Gregg the win and the Giffen Cup.

Final Standings:
1. Gregg Deinhart
2. Rick Wilcox
3. Nick Giffen

4. Stephen Giffen

T5. Andrew Giffen
T5. Ed Morgans
7. Matt Giffen

8. Michael Giffen

T9. Alex Giffen
T9. Michael Sakell
11. Rich Catlin
